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ing from the shock of the apoplectic attack alluded to and
thought probable by Dr. Broadbent. Later on in the case
the aphasia disappeared, and he -answered questions dis-
tinctly. Hence my remark, &deg; Aphasia was, not a marked
symptom." 

I am. Sir. Your obedient servant.1am. Sir. your obedient servant.
JAMES WILSON, M.D.

BIRMINGHAM.

(From our own Correspondent.)

AT the quarterly meeting of the Town Council, held to-
day, the Mayor announced that although the confirming Act
in reference to the Birmingham improvement scheme had
not actually passed, it had virtually done so. A slight
opposition had arisen on the part of one landowner at the
last moment, which might for a time delay the passing of
the Act, but it was not sufficient to prevent his asking the
Council to approve the various purchases made by the Im-
provement Committee, and the total cost of the same

(.8716,958). He stated that owners of property had largely
facilitated the setting on foot of the Artisans’ Dwellings
Act by acknowledging the utility of the scheme and their
willingness to assist in its development. Mr. Alderman
Chamberlain, M.P., after stating that the purchase-money
would very likely be much less than the original estimate,
suggested that the Improvement Committee should have
the power of purchasing lands required for the improve-
ment scheme,,but that they should submit to the Council
from time to time for approval the plans or methods they
proposed to adopt. His amendment was carried unani-
mously.
Hardly has the newest park (Summerfield) been opened

to the public when a new gift of a somewhat similar sort is
announced. This time it is a piece of ground three acres
and a half in extent, in a crowded part of the town, which a
generous Birmingham manufacturer, Mr. Wm. Middlemore,
proposes to set apart as a playground for the poor children of
the district. Playgrounds are not less wanted than parks,
and this excellent example will, we trust, induce others also
to help to minister to the wants of our rising generation of
workmen and labourers.
The first paxk that Birmingham obtained was only in

1857; now we have six parks, four given by benevolent land-
owners, and two purchased by the corporation. Playgrounds
have not been inquired for hitherto, but in the future they
will be found not less valuable than the parks have proved
to be.
The quarterly report of Dr. Hill, medical officer of

health, just issued, states that the death-rate for the past
quarter was 2117 per 1000, being less than that of the cor-
responding quarter of the three preceding years. There have
been no deaths from small-pox, and a much lower rate from
zymotic diseases. The birth-rate for the quarter was 42 21
per 1000.
The annual meeting of the Birmingham and Midland Eye

Hospital took place recently, when it was reported that
there had been 818 in-patients and 8851 out-patients ad-
mitted during the year. There were 45 beds, of which 36
had been occupied on an average throughout the year. The
financial report was very satisfactory. The committee re-
ported that Mr. Arthur Bracey had resigned- the office of
honorary surgeon, which he had held for ten years in such
a way as to win the esteem of all connected with the institu-
tion. The medical report showed that there had been 1.45‘
operations for the removal of cataract, 84 for the formation
of artificial pupil, and 80 for excision of the eyeball. A reso-
lution was carried that no honorary surgeon of that hospital
should hold office as ophthalmic surgeon in any other eye
institution or medical charity. Certain alterations of rules,
the object being that in future the election of honorary
medical officers should be made at a special meeting of a
committee of election, consisting of the trustees, the com-
mittee, the medical staff, and twenty governors of the
charity, to be chosen by the committee, were proposed by
Mr. Solomon, and postponed to a special meeting of the
governors.

A conference of chemists and druggists, which was largely
attended from all parts of the kingdom, was held on July
11th, when it was resolved to form an association for the
protection of trade interests and the defence of registered
chemists and druggists from illegal and vexatious applica-
tions of the Adulteration Act.
The Birmingham Medical Institute have opened their

new rooms at Queen’s College, and have secured the services
of a paid sub-librarian. Several purchases of books have
been made, and the young institution is appealing for funds
to enable it to become even more useful and valuable to the
medical public of this district.
Our local literature has received a valuable addition by

the publication of " The Literary Remains of S. W.
Langston Parker." The biographical memoir by Mr. Wm.,
Bates is truthful and honest. The work, which has a pre-
face by Mr. Parker’s son, is tastefully got up, and it will be
welcomed by many who still cherish the memory of one who
was in his day deservedly popular, and whose merits as a.
surgeon were thoroughly acknowledged.
Birmingham, 1st August, 1876.

THE

ACCIDENT ON BOARD THE "THUNDERER."
(From our Special Correspondent.)

AT the date of the last issue of THE LANCET there were

thirty-one men and one officer of the Thunderer in hospital.
There are now only twenty-one men and one officer re-
maining, ten men having been discharged cured during
the period.
The list hung up outside the gate shows two very danger-

ously and two dangerously ill, and the others doing well.
There is a decided improvement in this over last week’s
report; and I may observe that, although the word 11 dan-
gerous" is still properly used, the surgeons in, immediate
attendance (Messrs. Goodman and Burgess) are very hope-
ful that they may be able to blot the word out altogether in
a few days, the patients generally are progressing so

favourably. Still we must not be too sanguine, for there is
a great deal of prostration in these cases still present. The
cases being so reduced in number, Deputy Inspector-General
Loney is able to group them all in the lower and best ward
of the three, and thus insure better attention (if’that were
possible) than they have had hitherto.

Several of those remaining will be discha,rgedin the course
of the next week.
Haslar, August 2nd, 1876.

PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERTJC&

Lord G. HAMILTON, replying to Colonel Jervis, said that
no alteration had been made in the furlough regulations of
medical officers of the Indian army, and in regard to pen-
sions.

RURA,L WATER-SUPPLY.

In reply to a question regarding the polluted condition of
the water used for domestic purposes in some of the rural
districts, Mr. SCLATER-BOOTH said the Government bad,
during the last two sessions, done their utmost to bring a
pure and ample supply of water within thereach of rural
districts. In 1873 a sum of -only 992 was sanctioned to
be raised in these districts for obtaining a better supply of
water, while in 1874 the amount rose to 16,628, in 1875 to
.631,274, and during the current year it was 23,000

,: COBONEES.

Sir W. V. HABCOURT asked the First Lord- of - the e Admi-
ralty whether he would consider the expediency of laying-
down the rule that a person appointed to the office of
coroner in districts which include the great naval ports of
the country should not at the same time hold employment
under the Admiralty.-Mr. W.AlID1 hunt replied that the
matter was now engaging his attention.


